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Final. External Audltor Report and Certlflcate 2022]23 in respect of
H|lclersham Pansh Councﬂ CA0130

RS

'Respectlve responsibilities of the auditor and the authonty

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the. Nat[onal Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on’Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined

~ that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropnate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spendmg

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor i is responSIble for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual

Governance and Accountablltty Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)

as issued by the NAD on behalf of the Comptrolier and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
-NAO websrte hitps: fiwww nag.org. ul{;r‘ede—aud1t~prac*lt,e!ealda; oe- and-:nfermatton-tor—auéttors/

ThlS authonty is responmble for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effectlve and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and :
Accountabllrty Retumn jn accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and :
«- confirms and pravides assurance on those rnatters that are reievant to our duties and‘
" responsibilities as external auditors.

_ External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23 - -
On 27 September 2023, we issued a report detalling the results of our llmlted assurance review of
“Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
- 31 March 2023. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
-arenowina pes:tion to c:ertn‘y compietion of the review. -

The extemal audltor report glven in Sechon 3 of the Annua[ Governance & Accountablllty Return
requires amendments as- follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1and2 of the Annual Governance and Accoun*abllity Return (AGAR) in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other '
matiers have come fo our attention giving cause for concern that refevant legielatlon and regulatory requirements
have not been met s .

Other matters not aﬁectmg our opinion wh:ch we draw to the attention of the authorlty

In the prier year, the smaller authority was exempt from aur review, thus we ha\re nat re\newed any gvidence to support the
prior year comparatlves on the AGAR. ‘ ] ) ‘ o N
The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complled with the governance Assertton in Section 1, Box 4, but it has
’ prowded the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for rron—compllance and detalls ol’ the actions necessary to-
adelress wea knesses identified. ’ : ’

" Inthe comple‘nen of the Annual Internal Aud[t Report and their detailed report the internal audltor has drawn attention to
weaknesses in relation to upda‘tmg standing orders and financiat regulations, documenting the review of internal controls,
non compliarice ﬁWIth GDPR requnrements review of reserves ang documentation on the website. The smaller authority must
. ensure ‘thataction is takento address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.
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