A Meeting of Hildersham Parish Council was held on Tuesday 10th March 2020 in  Hildersham Village Hall, High Street, Hildersham.

Present: Mark Logan, Peter Cousins, Rob Clay, Billie Chapman, District Councillor John Batchelor, County and District Councillor Henry Batchelor, 3 Members of the public and the Clerk.
Meeting started at 7.30pm. 

102. Open Forum for members of the public to raise concerns or make comments on parish council matters. A Parishioner explained that there was mud and water on the kerb by 2 Elm Cottage, there was no drain and the tarmac had worn away. Householder was directed to report the problem on the County Council portal. 
103. Apologies – Darren Long had sent his apologies.
104. Do any Councillors have interests to declare in the items to be discussed during the meeting? Has the Clerk granted any dispensations under section 33 (1) of the Localism Act and the basis is set out under section 33(2)? No interests were declared or dispensations requested.
105. Approval of the minutes from the meeting on 14th January 2020- The minutes were approved and signed.
106. Report from District Councillor and County Councillor Henry Batchelor – his report had been emailed to councillors.
Applications for the Local Highway Initiative funds would open from 1st April for two months. The result on last years applications would be available in the next few weeks. The new traffic lights installed at the top of Linton High Street would be tested for a week. The next improvements to be worked on would be the new traffic lights at the Hildersham/A1307 junction and the completion of improvements to the cycleway towards Hildersham (hopefully in May). The traffic lights at the Linton Village College junction had been upgraded.

A consultation about driverless vehicles for the city would open for comments soon, for two months.
Councillors asked of it was possible to have intelligent bus stop signs installed during the planned road works at the Hildersham/A1307 roadworks – action Henry Batchelor. Councillors asked Henry to assist the council getting a response from the Highway Dept about moving the 'Slow Down' sign at the brow of the hill closer to the High St/Balsham Rd crossroads.

107. Report from District Councillor John Batchelor – his report had been emailed to councillors.
A review of the City and District Council’s planning committees and delegated planning powers was underway. The planning constitution was due to be amended on 2nd April after the consultation.
.

108.  Feedback on actions from the last meetings

a) Bench for allotment donated by parishioner- Bench still needed collecting – action Rob Clay.
b) What condition is the play area picnic bench in, does it need repairing or replacing? Rob told councillors that the bench was in a responsible state of repair.
c) Play area bench had been varnished by Mr Blackman.  
d) The Clerk had requested that Ian Blackman sweep the path through the village.
e) The dead beech trees on the triangular piece of land at the junction of Beech Row/A1307 have been reported to the Highway Officer, but there has been no response – action Clerk email again and copy in Henry Batchelor.
f) Letter written to Mr Barnes about hedge overhanging Pampisford Road, but no response had been received.
109. Neighbourhood Plan

a)   A meeting was being arranged with Linton Parish Council thanks to the assistance of Jean Kelly. The Chair of Linton Parish Council was finding out if Paul Paulton could attend a meeting on 17th March.
110. Community Land Trust (CLT)

a) Update from Tees Law on the council’s request that the terms of reference for a Trust/s written up and checked by the Charity Commission. Action Mark Logan and Peter Cousins to arrange a meeting with Teeslaw.
111. Insurance Policy Renewal

Can councillors authorise the renewal of the policy? Councillors reviewed the policy cover  and authorised the renewal of the insurance policy by a proposal from Mark Logan which was seconded by Rob Clay, with the support of all councillors.
112. Village maintenance/allotments
a) Can councillors consider formally authorising the hire of a second for the allotments at a cost of £252;Mark Logan proposed that the second skip be hired and the funds taken from the  Allotment bank account, which was seconded by Peter Cousins, with the support of all councillors. 

b) The tree that had fallen across the river, the slippery surface on the new footpath bridge and the hole in the septic tank have been reported to Pampisford Estate’s Land Agent. Mark Logan had met with Ms Binney who said repairs to the bridge surface would happen next week, the septic tank covers are in good repair but a paving slab was covering another hole in this area. The fallen tree would remain across the river as branches in the river had been removed. Ms Binney talked about the rat problem affecting the bungalow tenant and asked what could be done. 

Mark Logan proposed that the council modify the allotment agreement to ban the keeping of poultry/rabbits, (in an attempt to discourage rats), which was seconded by Rob Clay with the support of all councillors.
c) The fencing to the riverside of the village hall has been damaged, the concrete posts collapsed/been knocked over. Update from HAGG and possible price from local contractor. The Clerk was awaiting a quote from local fencing contractors.
d) Parking problem in Meadowlands. Several residents and their visitors park on the grass which causes it to be churned up. The Housing Officer had written letter about the problem to the households concerned. This Officer had suggested that three additional parking bays could be built but the District Councils properties Officer had suggested that garages could be built int this location. 
113. Tree Warden – Carol Sinclair

a) Update/Report- Carol requested assistance planting the oak tree purchased with the SCDC tree voucher. Councillors were advised that the Church Council children wanted to plant trees but wanted advise about the type of trees from Carol. Free trees were available from the Woodland Trust and the council said that it would be prepared to funds some trees.

114. Selecting a new electricity supplier for the pedestrian lights as the County Council will cease managing this from October 2019

a) Update on arrangements made with electricity provider. The council agreed retrospectively that the street light power supply would be from Haven, which was proposed by Mark Logan and seconded by Peter Cousins with the support of all coucillors. 
b) Can the council authorise retrospectively the creation of a monthly direct debit payment with the electricity provider? Mark Logan retrospectively proposed the authorisation of the direct debit which was seconded by Peter Cousins with the support of all coucillors. 

 Light not working near Bridge House.
115. Highway improvements

a)  Report back on meeting with Highway Dept about moving the 'Slow Down' sign at the brow of the hill before the High St/Balsham Rd crossroads. Discussed earlier in the meeting under item 106.
116. Correspondences

a) Letter from a District Councillor’s agent Fews Lane Consortium Ltd about changes to the constitution for the Planning Committee at SCDC. This item was not discussed. 
117. Finance 

a)  Can the Council authorise the payments and approve the financial statement dated 10.03.20? The payments were authorised.
b) Update on applying for Billie Chapman to be authorised to sign cheques and Darren Long to have on-line access to the accounts.  Peter Cousins now has been authorisation to use the council’s internet accounts and to authorise transfers but not sign cheques the clerk as been told.
118. Items for the next meeting’s agenda on 11th May 2020? Meeting to start at 7pm.
The gates behind the bungalow gates and the gate after the donkey field are likely to be owned by Pampisford Estates- Mark Logan to meet with Ms Binney again. Gate near Abington/A1307 footpath reported broken too. 
Ms Binney suggested that Linton and Hildersham Parish Councils work together to get the speed limit on Back Road reduced.

Suggestion of a food delivery service for the elderly during the Corona Virus Pandemic and the printing of a leaflet to be delivered to all housholds (75)
119. Open Forum for Parishioners to make comments or raise items  
There was lots of dog poo on the way to the donkey field; could dog poo signs be put up?
Meeting closed at 8.40pm

